JOHN HEWITT (1907 – 1987)
This year’s Festival programme will be a mixture of the physical and the virtual. Championing
the best in writing, it features the usual eclectic mix of today’s best writers, speakers and
thinkers in a jam-packed programme spread over 5 days. Some contributors and audiences
will be back in the Market Place Theatre & Arts Centre Armagh, while others will be joining us
digitally. All evening events will finish at 8.30pm, due to public health restrictions.
Our physical audience will notice a few new changes. For example, due to current public
health Covid regulations there will be social distancing in place, so reduced numbers mean
live audiences will be spread throughout the auditorium. Our live-streamed events will allow
participation by those joining us on-line. This will help us to preserve the spirit of involvement
and engagement which is such an important and integral part of our Summer School.

Welcome to the 34th John Hewitt International Summer School.

Our theme for 2021 is: The Environment: Staking the Future: politics, people & planet

I should have made it plain I stake my future
on birds flying in and out of the schoolroom window…
from Because I Paced My Thought
John Hewitt - poet, artist, political thinker.

75 years ago, John Hewitt spoke of his interest in, ‘the natural world, the earth organic … rather than the city falling ruinous’.
Inspired by these words, we will examine the major environmental issues facing humanity today, locally and globally.
Join us for a week of literature, art, creativity, discussion, debate, lectures and readings: on our present state, old identities and
allegiances, past and present differences, and our future hopes for our peoples and the planet.
The Society would like to thank our principal funders, the Arts Council of Northern Ireland, and Armagh City, Banbridge &
Craigavon Borough Council, as well as our additional sponsors, supporters and audiences, old and new. In this, our 34th year, the
Society continues to offer opportunities for those of all ages, backgrounds and identities to explore and debate the current issues
of the day. and celebrate literature and creative writing. We’re really looking forward to welcoming you back!

Creative writing workshops - In person
Monday 26th, Tuesday 27th and Thursday 29th July

IN PERSON WORKSHOPS

2.45 - 4.45pm GMT - Duration: 2 hours each

There are two sets of workshops.
Fee: £66
1. In person

Maureen Boyle
•
•
•
•

Each workshop runs over three sessions on three different days.
Participants should attend all three workshop sessions.
All tutors are experienced facilitators and published authors.
Spaces are limited – advance booking is essential.

Market Place Theatre & Arts Centre, Armagh.

Singing the Summer Into Poems

Suitable for beginners and anyone
wanting to get back to their writing.
We will use poems and exercises
in an informal and supportive
atmosphere, to stimulate writing.
Maureen’s first collection, The
Work of a Winter, (Arlen House)
was shortlisted for the Strong/
Shine Poetry Prize in 2019. Her
single poem, Strabane, originally
commissioned by BBC Radio 4, was
published in 2020. Her poem, First
Time, was a prize winners in the
2021 Fish Poetry Prize.

Paul McVeigh

Heather Richardson

Sue Divin

Malachi O’Doherty

Write Short Stories that Stand Out

Starting Out

Prose Fiction with Purpose

Writing from Memory

In this course you will find out what
competition judges, anthology and
journal editors look for in a short
story.You will get tips on where to
start the action and how to grab the
reader, along with opportunities for
submission, how to find them and
where you should be sending your
stories. Paul’s novel, The Good Son,
won The Polari First Novel Award
and the McCrea Literary Award.
He co-founded London Short
Story Festival and has edited three
anthologies.

Have you always wanted to write
creatively but not known where
to start? In these beginner-friendly
workshops you’ll learn how to
find inspiration in unexpected
places,You’ll try out different types
of writing, create memorable
characters, and get your imagination
on the page in stories or poems.
Heather’s fiction, poetry and
creative nonfiction has been
published widely.. She has published
two novels, Magdeburg, and Doubting
Thomas. Supported by The Open
University.

Workshops will combine creative
prose writing exercises with
discussion on practical steps to
reaching writing goals. The aim is to
make sure participants leave with
a draft piece of prose, increased
skills in prose writing, and a sense of
purpose about what their individual
writing goals are. Sue’s short stories
and flash fiction have been published
widely and her critically acclaimed
novel, Guard Your Heart, was a joint
winner at the Irish Novel Fair 2019.

You will understand story creation,
develop your writing voice and
discover the tools and skills to
bring your story to life and write
your memoir. A journalist, writer,
presenter and photographer,
Malachi has written extensively
on the Northern Ireland Troubles,
cultural change, and religion in both
his journalism and his books. His
latest book, The Year of Chaos, will
be published later in 2021 (Atlantic
Books).

Creative writing workshops - Online
Monday 26th, Tuesday 27th and Thursday 29th July

ONLINE WORKSHOPS

2.45 - 4.45pm GMT - Duration: 2 hours each

2. Online
Fee: £66
•
•
•
•

Each workshop runs over three sessions on three different days.
Participants should attend all three workshop sessions.
All tutors are experienced facilitators and published authors.
Spaces are limited – advance booking is essential.

www.johnhewittsociety.org/book

Nessa O’Mahony
Memoir

Workshops will help develop skills to
produce life writing accounts that are
dynamic, engaging and well-written.
Using a combination of lecture and
exercises, participants will learn the main
approaches to memoir writing, including,
memory as a source of writing, research,
fictional, selection and editing techniques.
Nessa is a poet, editor and creative
writing tutor with the Open University.
Having published six books of poetry,
she recently published a crime novel, The
Branchman.. Supported by
The Open University.

Nicola Harlow

Sarah Moore-Fitzgerald

Kathleen McCracken

Finding your way to the end of
your novel

Writing for children and young adults

Poetry and its conversations

Workshops will explore the
challenges and pitfalls a writer
faces when working on a novel
and offer tips and strategies on
how to overcome them. The three
workshops will look at Setting off
(plan, research, opening chapters);
Getting Lost (what to do); The home
straight (a satisfying ending).
Nicola is a published novelist, short
story writer and broadcaster living
in West Yorkshire. Supported by The
Open University.

Workshops will explore the range of
themes and subjects that are often
the focus of novels for young adults
and children. It will address the issues
that concern writers that have to do
with ‘age-appropriateness’, and discuss
strategies for writing, finishing, pitching
and publishing novels. Sarah MooreFitzgerald is an award-winning author,
teacher and researcher. Author of six
novels, her work has been translated
to over eighteen languages.

With a focus on reading and writing
poetry, workshops will address
the ways in which contemporary
poetic form is becoming increasingly
hybridised. We will consider both the
challenges of writing poetry that is
in dialogue with art forms including
short fiction, memoir and film, and
the impact this work has on readers
and writers alike. Kathleen is a
award-wining Canadian poet and the
author of eight collections of poetry.

Monday 26th July 2021
Opening Address - Professor Pramod K. Nayar
Live from Hyderabad, India - 11.15am-12.15pm GMT

MPT: £8 / €9.50 - Live streaming: £5 / €6 / $7

Online

Postcolonial Flights: The Avian Imaginary in Poetry
Pramod Nayar lectures at the Department of English, the University of Hyderabad, India. A widely published author, his interests lie in English colonial writings
on India, travel writing, Human Rights and narratives, posthumanism, postcolonial literature, Cultural Studies (celebrity studies, digital cultures) literary &
cultural theory and graphic novels, with significant and regular publications in these areas.
The author of Ecoprecarity:Vulnerable Lives in Literature and Culture (2019), his newest books include The Human Rights Graphic Novel (2021) and Essays in Celebrity
Culture (2021), publisher Routledge, India. In 2018 Pramod won the Visitor’s Award for Best Research in Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences, presented to him
by the President of India Ramnath Kovind, the first time a Department at the University won this prestigious award.

Fiction

Billy O’Callaghan
in conversation with…Paul McVeigh
1.30-2.30pm GMT

MPT: £8 / €9.50 Live streaming: £5 / €6 / $7
Billy O’Callaghan from Cork is the award-winning author
of four short story collections and three novels, including
the internationally acclaimed My Coney Island Baby. His new
top-selling novel, Life Sentences, Jan 2021, is the sweeping and
immersive story of one ordinary family in Ireland, and their
extraordinary journey over three generations and more than a
century of famine, war, violence and love. His writing is imbued
with truth and lived experience – creating a novel so rich in
life and empathy it is impossible to let go of his characters.
Billy will be in conversation with Belfast writer
Paul McVeigh, acclaimed author of, The Good Son,
and Co-Founder of the London Short Story Festival.

‘O’Callaghan is one of our finest writers…
and this is his best work yet.’
- John Banville.

Monday 26th July 2021
Panel

Celebrating Brian Moore at 100: A Favourite Novel.

Presented in association with Brian Moore at 100 Project.

7.30-8.30pm GMT

MPT: £8 / €9.50 - Live streaming: £5 / €6 / $7

Much like John Hewitt, who also spent much of his working and writing life ‘in exile’, Brian Moore, brought a uniquely Northern-writer’s eye both to the
world to which he first ‘belonged’ and to the complexities of the wider world, political and personal, with a profoundly liberating effect on his successors and
‘the Northern novel’.
To celebrate North Belfast born Moore’s 100th ‘birthday’, three northern writers, journalist and novelist Malachi O’Doherty, novelist and short-story writer
Jan Carson, and crime-writer Sharon Dempsey, each argue the case for their favourite from Moore’s eclectic output - The Lonely Passion of Judith Hearne,
The Emperor of Ice Cream, Lies of Silence. Introduced and chaired by joint Moore centenary-project leader, Prof. Sinéad Moynihan.

THE PANEL

Sinéad Moynihan

Jan Carson

Sharon Dempsey

Malachi O’Doherty

Sinéad Moynihan is an Associate
Professor in American and Atlantic
Literatures at the University of
Exeter. Her most recent book,
Ireland, Migration and Return
Migration:The “Returned Yank” in the
Cultural Imagination, 1952 to Present,
was awarded the Michael J. Durkan
Prize for Books on Language
and Culture by the American
Conference for Irish Studies (2019).
She is the co-investigator on the
British Academy/Leverhulme-funded
project, “Brian Moore at 100,”

Jan Carson is a writer and
community arts facilitator based
in Belfast. She is the author of two
novels and four-story collections.
Her 2019 novel, The Fire Starters,
won the EU Prize for Literature
for Ireland. Her latest short story
collection, The Last Resort, April
2021, was recently serialized on
BBC Radio 4.

Sharon Dempsey is a Belfast based
crime writer, academic researcher,
former journalist and health writer.
The first in her new crime series,
Who Took Eden Mulligan?, published
Feb 2021 in Ireland by Avon Harper
Collins, will be released in the UK
in August 2021. Currently, she
is undertaking a creative-critical
PhD at Queen’s University, Belfast,
exploring class and gender in crime
fiction. An established author, she
has published four novels and three
non-fiction books.

Malachi O’Doherty is a journalist,
writer, presenter and photographer.
He has written extensively on
the Northern Ireland Troubles,
cultural change, and religion in
both his journalism and his books.
His latest book, The Year of Chaos,
will be published in 2021 (Atlantic
Books). A columnist for the Belfast
Telegraph, Malachi features routinely
as a political commentator on BBC
N. Ireland’s The Nolan Show, He has
published one novel, Terry Brankin
Has A Gun, in 2020, and several
short stories.

Tuesday 27th July
Talk

Professor John Fitzgerald - Halting Climate Change: A Global Challenge – the Response on the Island of Ireland.
9.45-10.45am GMT

MPT: £8 / €9.50 - Live streaming: £5 / €6 / $7

” Tackling climate change
in all its manifestations is essential”.

Presented in association with...

www.irish-association.org
Introduced by: Stephen Douds,
President of The Irish Association.

Online

John Fitzgerald, distinguished economist and former Chair of Ireland’s Climate Change Advisory Board, assesses the action needed to address climate
change across the island of Ireland. He argues that everyone on the island will have to change their way of living, if both the UK and the EU are to meet the
commitments made to achieve zero emissions by 2050. Within the EU there are many different approaches but, he maintains, what will be important is that
real action begins today across the island, North and South, and that in a range of areas it would be helpful if the approaches taken in Northern Ireland, Ireland,
and GB were consistent. Looking ahead he will explore how much of the work will involve significant investment and that financing this investment will preempt resources that might be used for other purposes. Tackling climate change in all its manifestations he argues, is the essential work facing all citizens across
the island of Ireland and in the generations ahead.

Poetry

Caitríona Ní Chléirchín & John FitzGerald in Armagh
& Audrey Molloy, live from Australia, reading from their work.

Presented in association with...

11.15am - 12.15pm GMT

MPT: £8 / €9.50 Live streaming: £5 / €6 / $7

Online

Audrey Molloy

Caitríona Ní Chléirchín

John FitzGerald

Audrey Molloy grew up in County
Wexford and currently lives in Sydney,
Australia. Her debut collection,
The Important Things, was published by
The Gallery Press in June, 2021. The
2019 winner of the Hennessy Award
for Emerging Poetry, and the An Post
Award for Irish Poem of the Year, in
2020, Southword Editions published
her chapbook, Satyress. Her work has
appeared in magazines and anthologies
in Ireland, England and Australia.

Caitríona Ní Chléirchín is an Irishlanguage poet, critic, editor and
lecturer (DCU), originally from
Co. Monaghan. Her début collection,
Crithloinnir, won the Oireachtas Prize
for New Writers, 2010, and,
An Bhrídeach Sí, won the Michael
Hartnett Prize, 2015. In 2020, her
collection, Safó, was listed by Tuairisc.
ie, as one of their top 20 books.
Gallery Press recently published The
Talk of the Town, with translations by
Peter Fallon.

John FitzGerald has just launched his
debut collection, The Time Being, 2021,
with The Gallery Press, marking the
arrival of a distinctive presence in Irish
poetry. He won the Patrick Kavanagh
Poetry Award in 2014 and in 2015 was
shortlisted for a Hennessy Literary
Award. A Chapbook, First Cut, appeared
in 2017, followed by, Darklight, a limited
edition, in 2019. He works at University
College Cork as a University Librarian.

Tuesday 27th July
Fiction

Dazzling Debuts: Danielle McLaughlin & Fiona Scarlett
in conversation with…Jan Carson

1.30-2.30pm GMT

A unique opportunity to hear two celebrated Irish
authors discuss their outstanding debut novels
with the writer, Jan Carson, author of the critically
acclaimed novel, The Fire Starters.

MPT: £8 / €9.50 - Live streaming: £5 / €6 / $7

‘I can’t remember ever
reading anything so moving’

‘It’s a pleasure just as a human
being to witness this level of skill’

- Marian Keyes.

- Sebastian Barry.

Danielle McLaughlin

Fiona Scarlett

Danielle McLaughlin is the author of
the short story collection, Dinosaurs
on Other Planets. A WindhamCampbell Prize recipient in 2019, she
also won the much-coveted Sunday
Times, Audible Short Story Award, to
cap a remarkable year for the former
solicitor from Co Cork. Her new
book, The Art of Falling, is a beautifully
written family drama about betrayal,
ownership and creativity. In this
gripping debut, the author reveals
profound truths about love, power,
and the secrets that rule us.

Fiona Scarlett has just been
announced as the author to watch!
The Dublin born author’s most recent
publication, Boys Don’t Cry, exploring
grief, and masculinity, woven within a
background plot of gangland crime, is
regarded as one of this year’s standout
debuts. Lyrical and heart-breaking, the
story is told with real grit and intimacy,
as we meet Finn and Joe, living with
their parents in a Dublin tower block,
each facing their own challenges.

Panel

Meet the Screenwriters… chaired by Glenn Patterson.
7.30-8.30pm GMT

MPT: £10 / €11.50 Live streaming: £6 / €7 / $8

A panel of leading
screenwriters from N. Ireland,
discuss the art and craft, the
challenges, and possibilities of
writing for film

Daragh Carville

Aislinn Clarke

Declan Lawn

Glenn Patterson

Daragh Carville is an Armagh-born
playwright and screenwriter. He
created and wrote the thrilling
ITV crime drama, The Bay, first
broadcast in the UK in 2019,
attracting over seven million viewers
and selling to some 95 countries
worldwide. A second season of this
beautifully crafted gripping drama
returned to ITV for an even more
popular six part run in January 2021,
receiving an average of 7.9 million
views on ITV hub.

Aislinn Clarke is an award-winning
N. Ireland based scriptwriter, filmmaker and director, best known
for the horror movie, The Devil’s
Doorway. Her work has been
professionally produced for film,
stage, and radio internationally. Her
film work has been screened and
showcased at film festivals, events,
and markets all over the world,
including BAFTA, Cannes, and
Berlinale.

Declan Lawn is a screen writer
and producer from N. Ireland, and
a former investigative reporter
with BBC Panorama. He was cocreator of The Salisbury Poisonings,
a hugely popular fact-based BBC
television drama mini – series,
which portrayed the 2018 Novichok
poisonings and decontamination
crisis in Salisbury, England. The
Salisbury Poisonings received the
accolade as the UK’s biggest TV
première of 2020, based on
viewing figures.

Glenn Patterson is a N. Ireland
based writer for film, television and
radio who has published several
acclaimed novels, the most recent
of which is Where Are We Now?. He
co-wrote the film Good Vibrations,
with Colin Carberry, a true story
comedy drama based on the
legendary Belfast music lover, Terri
Hooley, who inadvertently became
a 70’s punk impresario in the midst
of the ‘Troubles’. The pair received a
nomination for Outstanding Debut,
at the 2014 BAFTA Film awards.

Wednesday 28th July
Talk

Sam McBride:
RHI: How a Green Scheme harmed the Environment - and trust in Government.
9.45-10.45am GMT

MPT: £8 / €9.50 - Live streaming: £5 / €6 / $7

One of the most shocking scandals in Northern Irish political history: originally a green-energy initiative, the
Renewable Heat Incentive (RHI) saw the government pay £1.60 for every £1 of fuel burned in wood-pellet
boilers. The result - Devolution collapsed, political careers were damaged, the N. Ireland civil service was
humiliated - and the environment was damaged.
Sam McBride is author of The Sunday Times bestseller, Burned:The Inside Story of the “Cash for Ash” Scandal and
Northern Ireland’s Secretive New Elite, which explores the lasting impact of a scandal which is still with us today.

Sam McBride
Sam is a highly respected journalist,
author, broadcaster and political
commentator. He is the Political
Editor of the Belfast News Letter,
and Northern Ireland’s Political
Editor for i News, having previously
worked for The Belfast Telegraph. He
is a regular broadcaster and political
commentator on many news and
current affairs programmes.

Poetry

Annemarie Ní Churreáin & Lisa Kelly read from their work.
11.15am-12.15pm GMT

MPT: £8 / €9.50 Live streaming: £5 / €6 / $7

Online

Annemarie Ní Churreáin

Lisa Kelly

Annemarie Ní Churreáin is a bilingual poet from
the Donegal Gaeltacht in North-West Ireland. Her
publications include Bloodroot (Doire Press, 2017) and
Town (The Salvage Press, 2018). She is a recipient of
Arts Council Ireland’s Next Generation Artist Award,
and a co-recipient of The Markievicz Award. A former
literary fellow of the Akademie Schloss Solitude, Ní
Churreáin was the 2019-20 Writer in Residence at
Maynooth University, Ireland.

Lisa Kelly is half Danish, with single-sided deafness.
Her first collection, 2019, was A Map Towards Fluency,
(Carcanet). Her latest pamphlet is, From The IKEA
Back Catalogue, 2021 (New Walk Editions), others
include, Philip Levine’s Good Ear (Stonewood Press) and
Bloodhound (Hearing Eye). In 2020, Nottingham Trent
University and the Science Museum commissioned
her to create a film-poem collaboration responding to
telephony from a d/Deaf and marginalised perspective.

Wednesday 28th July
Fiction

Nuala O’Connor
in conversation with …Maureen Boyle
1.30-2.30pm GMT

MPT: £8 / €9.50 - Live streaming: £5 / €6 / $7

Maureen Boyle

Nuala O’Connor
Nuala O’Connor, award-winning novelist, short story writer and poet, and one of Ireland’s most
acclaimed writers, was born in Dublin. To celebrate the much-heralded publication of her fifth
novel, Nora: A Love Story of Nora Barnacle and James Joyce, Nuala will read from and talk about her
work to poet, memoirist and teacher, Maureen Boyle, winner of the Strokestown International
Poetry Prize, the Fish Short Memory Prize and the Fish Poetry Prize 2021.
This new novel tracks the Joyces through their years in Ireland and later across Europe, as Nora is
torn between their intense and unwavering desire for each other and the constant anxiety of living
hand to mouth. In sensuous, resonant prose, Nuala O’Connor has conjured the definitive portrait
of a strong, passionate and loyal Irishwoman. Nora is a tour de force, an earthy and authentic love
letter to Irish literature’s greatest muse.
‘An exceptional novel by one of the most brilliant contemporary Irish writers ...’ Joseph O’Connor.

Panel

Inspiring a Sustainable Future: The Role of the Arts in facing the Climate Crisis
2.45-4.45pm GMT

with speakers… Professor John Barry
and Emma Must in Armagh and
Emmi Itäranta live from Finland.
Introduced and chaired by Alan Meban.

MPT: £8 / €9.50 Live streaming: £5 / €6 / $7

Online

John Barry

Emma Must

Emmi Itäranta

Alan Meban

John Barry is Professor of Green
Political Economy and Co-Director
of the Centre for Sustainability,
QUB, and Co-Chair Belfast Climate
Commission. His areas of academic
research include post-growth &
heterodox political economy; the
politics, policy, political economy
of climate breakdown & climate
resilience; socio-technical analyses
of low carbon energy transitions.
His latest book is, The Politics of
Actually Existing Unsustainability:
Human Flourishing in a
Climate-Changed, Carbon-Constrained
World (OUP).

Emma Must is an environmental
activist, poet and academic
researcher, who now resides in
Belfast. Her poem, Toll, won the
Environmental Defenders Prize
in the 2019 Ginkgo Prize, and
is included in, Out of Time: Poetry
From the Climate Emergency, (Valley
Press, July 2021). Her debut poetry
pamphlet, Notes on the Use of the
Austrian Scythe (2015), won the
Templar Portfolio Award. Emma
has recently completed her PhD at
Queens University Belfast, focusing
on Eco Poetry and Ecocriticism.

Emmi Itäranta is a Finnish novelist
who writes in Finnish and English.
Her debut novel, Memory of Water,
(2014) has been translated into
more than twenty languages and
shortlisted for several major awards,
including the Arthur C. Clarke, the
Philip K. Dick and the Otherwise
Awards. A film adaptation, The
Guardian of Water, is due to premiere
in late 2021. She has also published
two other award-winning novels,
The City of Woven Streets, (2016),
and, Kuunpäivän kirjeet (The Moonday
Letters), 2021.

Alan Meban is a freelance journalist
who reviews films and theatre
performances; commentates and
blogs about politics, technology, faith
and their intersection; delivers social
media coaching; chairs discussions;
and produces, streams and records
lectures and conferences. He
is a director of Fact Check NI,
Northern Ireland’s first and only
dedicated fact checking service, and
is a member of the Corrymeela
Community, Northern Ireland’s
oldest peace and reconciliation
organisation.

Wednesday 28th July
Talk

Rita Duffy
5.00-6.00pm GMT

The Great Humbling - images and
deliberations from a visual artist on
climate crisis and the urgent need for
local and global change.

MPT: £8 / €9.50 - Live streaming: £5 / €6 / $7

Rita Duffy
Rita Duffy is one of Ireland’s groundbreaking visual artists. A member of Aosdána, (Irish Artists), she continues to initiate major collaborative
art projects and was made an Honorary Member of Royal Society of Architects for developmental work in the built environment. In 2004,
Thaw, a contemporary art project with environmental concerns aimed to bring an iceberg to Belfast, that narrative continues to pulse through
her work.
In 2013, The Shirt Factory Project in Derry was an extensive examination of women’s labour through the reinvention of a factory. Dublin
2016, Souvenir Shop, was an exploration of the Irish shared lived experience of rebellion: historical, political and social events, reworked
and presented to the viewer as everyday commodities. In 2019 ‘Soften the Border’ was developed with a small cross-border knitting group,
resulting in a collection of cushions being installed at the center of the Belcoo-Blacklion bridge on the North/South Irish border. It attracted
global media coverage, giving voice to the immediate local experience. Rita is a Visiting Artist Fellowship at Trinity College, Dublin, Ireland.

Panel

What’s good for the economy, good for the environment and good for people?
7.00-8.00pm GMT

Presented in association with
www.sluggerotoole.com

MPT: £8 / €9.50 Live streaming: £5 / €6 / $7
Slugger O’Toole hosts a panel
discussion looking at the triangle
between N. Ireland’s economy,
environment and people. Steven
Agnew, Dawn Purvis and Joanne
Stuart are joined around the
table by host and chair,
Alan Meban.

Steven Agnew

Dawn Purvis

Joanne Stuart

Alan Meban

Steven Agnew is the head
of Action Renewables NI,
which gives a voice to the
local renewable electricity
industry. Elected as the
first leader of the Green
Party in Northern Ireland
in 2011, he was an MLA
for North Down at the N.
Ireland Executive for eight
years until September
2019.

Dawn Purvis describes
herself as a recovering
politician, having led the
PUP (Progressive Unionist
Party), and was an East
Belfast MLA or four years.
Working in social housing,
she serves on a number of
boards, and is Vice-Chair
of The John and Pat Hume
Foundation for peaceful
change and reconciliation.

Joanne Stuart is CEO
of the Northern Ireland
Tourism Alliance, the
private sector voice of
the local tourism industry,
having spent 30 years
working in Tech and
Innovation. A former
Chair of the Institute of
Directors in Northern
Ireland, she is currently
a governor of The Irish
Times, and at Wallace High
School, Lisburn, N. Ireland.

Alan Meban is a
freelance journalist
who reviews films and
theatre performances;
commentates and
blogs about politics,
technology, faith and their
intersection; delivers social
media coaching; chairs
discussions; and produces,
streams and records
lectures and conferences.

Thursday 29th July
Talk

Pádraig Ó Tuama:

Poetry
Partition, poetry, borders, and imagination.

9.45-10.45am GMT

MPT: £8 / €9.50 - Live streaming: £5 / €6 / $7

Stephen Sexton and Kathleen McCracken

read from their work.

Presented in association with Poetry Ireland.
11.15am-12.15pm GMT

MPT: £8 / €9.50 - Live streaming: £5 / €6 / $7

Pádraig Ó Tuama
Pádraig Ó Tuama is a poet and theologian whose work appears
in Poetry Ireland, the Harvard Review, Gutter and other
publications. His work concerns itself with language, violence
and religion. From 2014 - 2019 he was leader of the Corrymeela
Community, Northern Ireland’s oldest peace and reconciliation
organisation. Poetry Unbound, a volume of his popular podcast at
https://onbeing.org/series/poetry-unbound/ is forthcoming from
Canongate in 2022.
His work centres around themes of language, power, conflict and
religion. Working fluently on the page and in public, Pádraig is a
compelling poet and skilled speaker, teacher and group worker.
His published work incorporates poetry (Readings from the Book
of Exile; Sorry for your Troubles), prose (In The Shelter)

Online

Stephen Sexton

Kathleen McCracken

Stephen Sexton lecturers in Creative
Writing at The Seamus Heaney
Centre, QUB, Northern Ireland. His
debut pamphlet, Oils, (Emma Press,
2014), was a Poetry Book Society
Winter Pamphlet Choice. His debut
collection, When all the World and Love
Were Young, (Penguin, 2019) has won
many accolades including, Forward
Prize for Best First Collection, Shine/
Strong Prize for Best First Collection,
E M Forster Award, Sunday Times,
New Statesman and Telegraph Book of
the Year.

Kathleen McCracken is Canadian. She
has published eight poetry collections,
including Blue Light, Bay and College,
and a bilingual English/Portuguese
edition, Double Self Portrait with Mirror:
New and Selected Poems. A finalist for
WB Yeats Society New York Poetry
Competition, Montreal International
Prize for Poetry, Walrus and CBC
Poetry Prizes, she won the Seamus
Heaney Award for New Writing, 2019.
She is a lecturer in Creative Writing
and Contemporary Literature, UU,
Northern Ireland.

Fiction

Lucy Caldwell & Louise Kennedy
in conversation with… Jan Carson
1.30-2.30pm GMT

MPT: £8 / €9.50 Live streaming: £5 / €6 / $7

Celebrating the Short Story
with Lucy Caldwell’s, Intimacies, and Louise
Kennedy’s, The End of the World is a Cul De Sac.
The authors discuss their collections with the
Belfast writer Jan Carson.

Lucy Caldwell

Louise Kennedy

Jan Carson

Lucy Caldwell is the award-winning
Belfast-born author of three novels, two
short story collections, several stage plays
and radio dramas. Intimacies, her new
critically acclaimed short story collection,
exquisitely charts the steps and missteps
of young women trying to find their place
in the world. It offers keenly felt and subtly
revealing insights into the heartbreak and
hope of modern life.

Louise Kennedy, from Co. Down, is a
major new voice in Irish fiction for the
twenty-first century. Her short stories
have been widely published, and she
was short-listed for the Sunday Times
Audible Award in 2019 and 2020. Her
sharp shocks of visceral, stunning crafted
stories in her new collection, The End of
the World is a Cul de Sac, offer flashes
of beauty, and even humour, amidst the
harshest of truths.

Jan Carson is a writer and community arts
facilitator. The author of two novels and
four story collections, her debut novel,
The Fire Starters, (2019) won the EU Prize
for Literature for Ireland. Her latest short
story collection, The Last Resort, published
to much critical acclaim in April 2021
(Penguin Books), was recently serialized
on BBC Radio 4.

‘This is work of the highest quality which
enlightens and enriches the heart’.
David Park.

‘These stories sing, haunt and inspire laughter
... One of the best collections I’ve read in
years’ Sinéad Gleeson.

Thursday 29th July
Panel

A unique opportunity to hear
writers born and brought up in
Armagh, talk about their writing
and recent work.

The Word on the Street: Armagh Writers Talk
5.00-6.00pm GMT

MPT: £8 / €9.50 Live streaming: £5 / €6 / $7

Vittoria Cafolla

Conor Carville

Sue Divin

Byddi Lee

Vittoria Cafolla, one half of
Paradossa Theatre Company, is
an Armagh-born playwright, now
based in Belfast. Her last play, The
Shedding of Skin for Kabosh Theatre
Company, told the hidden stories
of woman at war. She is currently
under commission to the Lyric
Theatre, working on an opera. Her
adaptation of The Lonely Passion of
Judith Hearne, will be staged in late
2021.

Conor Carville is a poet, writer,
reviewer and academic who has
taught creative writing for over two
decades, and now resides in London.
Having won the Patrick Kavanagh
poetry Award, his first collection,
Harm’s Way, was published in 2013,
while his second collection, English
Martyrs, followed in 2019.

Sue Divin is a Derry-based writer,
hailing originally from Armagh City.
Her short stories and flash fiction
have been published widely, and
her debut novel, Guard Your Heart,
a touching love story and sensitive
exploration of ‘The Troubles’, was
joint winner of the Irish Novel Fair
2019.

Byddi Lee, an Armagh City resident,
is the author of Rejuvenation, a
speculative fiction trilogy, published
by Castrum Press. She has published
flash fiction, short stories and a
novel, March to November (2014).
Byddi co-founded and manages
Flash Fiction Armagh

Performance Poetry

Changing Climates with Performance Poetry
7.30-8.30pm GMT

MPT: £8 / €9.50 Live streaming: £5 / €6 / $7

Raquel McKee, Colin Hassard
and Nattassa Latcham share
poetry about our climate,
with musical interludes online
from celebrated South African singer
songwriter, Tu Nokwe.

Online

Raquel McKee

Colin Hassard

Nattassa Latcham

Tu Nokwe

Raquel McKee is an actor,
storyteller, singer/songwriter,
workshop facilitator, teacher and a
first-generation Jamaican migrant
now resident in Northern Ireland.
Raquel applies Jamaican style
social commentary - Dub Poetry
– amongst other styles, to address
personal and political issues. In
2021, she collaborated on a creative
conversation using poetry and
movement called IN JUSTICE, as
part of Belfast based Terra Nova’s
Intercultural cohort commission,

Colin Hassard is a poet, performer
and creative writing workshop
facilitator from Co. Down. Twice
Ulster Poetry Slam Champion,
he was Runner Up in the Seamus
Heaney Award for New Writing,
2018. He has performed his work
live on BBC Radio Ulster and
Sky One. Colin’s debut poetry
collection, Age of the Microwave
Dinner, exploring universal themes
within Society, was published in
2021, Doire Press.

Nattassa Latcham is a Poet, Writer,
Blogger, Podcaster and Dance
Educator. Originally from St. John’s,
Antigua in the Caribbean, she
now resides in Belfast. A Media &
Communications Consultant, she is
a graduate of The University of the
West Indies.

Tu Nokwe is a South African singer,
actress, guitarist, composer, lyricist,
recording artist, author, teacher,
whose work is driven by her
passion for children, community and
social justice. Having featured on
numerous TV Shows and Dramas,
she now performs in, Mam Sakhile
Story House. Tu Nokwe continues
to host AMAJIKA Arts and Life
workshops with youth/children at
her house (which she donated to
the community), to benefit GBV
victims as a Safe Home with an
Artists Residency.

Friday 30th July
Talk

Prof. Conor Carville
Heaney’s Hewitt.
9.45-10.45am GMT

MPT: £8 / €9.50 - Live streaming: £5 / €6 / $7

Poetry

Presented in association with Poetry Ireland.

Rachael Hegarty and Jane Robinson read from their work.
A celebratory reading for the 40th Anniversary of
Salmon Poetry Publishers.
11.15am-12.15pm GMT

MPT: £8/€9 Live streaming: Min £5 donation

Prof. Conor Carville
This illustrated talk traces the influence of the poet John
Hewitt on Seamus Heaney’s work, while considering Heaney’s
attempt to evade or transform that influence. What emerges is
a complex, sometimes fraught, encounter between two great
poets, and friends. The illustrations shown will draw on the
Heaney archives in the National Library Dublin, Ireland, and The
Emory University, Atlanta, Georgia, USA.
Born in Armagh City, Conor is an Associate Professor of English
and Creative Writing at Reading University. He has written
several essays on Seamus Heaney and two books, The Ends of
Ireland (2012) and Samuel Beckett and the Visual Arts (2018). The
second collection of his poems, English Martyrs, was published in
2019 by Two Rivers Press.

Rachael Hegarty

Jane Robinson

Rachael Hegarty is a Dubliner. Her
debut collection, Flight Paths Over
Finglas, won the 2018 Shine Strong
Award. A child survivor of the Dublin
Talbot Street Bomb, her collection,
May Day 1974, (Salmon, 2019) has
received international acclaim. Her
third collection, Dancing with Memory,
(Salmon, 2021) is a ballroom of
memory for her mother who lives
with Alzheimer’s. Educated in Finglas,
Dublin, the U. Mass Bostonians,
the Trinity M.Phillers and the Ph.D.
Magicians at Queens.

Jane Robinson is a poet, and
biologist from Dublin. A former
Strokestown International Poetry
Prize winner, her first collection,
Journey to the Sleeping Whale,
(Salmon, 2018) received the ShineStrong Award. Recent essays are
in, Skylight, 47-14 (2021) and in,
Irish Women Poets Rediscovered, (M.
Johnston & C. Linnie, Eds. CUP,
forthcoming). She collaborated with
composer, Malachy Robinson, on
a poem sequence ‘For the Atoll’ for
Killaloe Music Festival, June 2021.

Fiction

Talk

Joseph O’Connor - in conversation with… Michael Hughes

Jane Robinson -Wild Beauty – Poetry in an Age of Ecological Crisis.

1.30-2.30pm GMT

2.45-3.45pm GMT

MPT: £8 / €9.50 - Live streaming: £5 / €6 / $7

MPT: £8 / €9.50 - Live streaming: £5 / €6 / $7

Online

Joseph O’Connor

Michael Hughes

Joseph O’Connor, novelist, screenwriter and playwright, is one of Ireland’s
best-known writers. The Dublin based author of nine acclaimed novels
including, Star of the Sea, Redemption Falls, and, Ghost Light, published to
rave reviews internationally in 2010. His most recent novel, Shadowplay,
a biographical fiction about Dracula creator, Bram Stoker, won the Irish
Novel of the Year Award in 2019 and was shortlisted for the Costa Novel
Award. Among his other literary prizes are the Prix Zepter for European
Novel of the Year, an American Library Association Award and the Irish
PEN Award for Outstanding Achievement in Literature.
Joseph will be in conversation live online with Michael Hughes, the London
based Armagh-born writer, actor, lecturer and author of the novels,
Country, and, The Countenance Divine.
‘‘Joseph O’Connor is a wonder, and, ‘Shadowplay’ is a triumph.’’ Peter Carey.

Jane Robinson
How do we face a blank page with the knowledge that the earth’s natural
abundance is being destroyed for short-term profit, and how do we live with
the information that exquisitely varied plants and animals might become
extinct in our lifetimes? We protest, we lament; we work and study in the
field; and we use our imaginations with the help of our chosen discipline – art,
science, natural philosophy or poetry – to envision a better outcome. This
talk explores how poetry provides formal tools, ritual settings, collaboration,
and community to help us navigate our way out of this crisis.
A poet, and biologist from Dublin, Jane is a former Strokestown International
Poetry Prize winner. Her first collection, Journey to the Sleeping Whale, (Salmon,
2018) won the Shine-Strong Award. A poem sequence collaboration with Irish
composer, Malachy Robinson, ‘For the Atoll’, premieres, at Killaloe Music Festival,
Limerick, in June 2021.

Friday 30th July
Fiction

CRIME FICTION SPECIAL ….with writers
7.30-8.30pm GMT

Four of our foremost crime fiction writers
will discuss Northern Ireland as a setting
for commercial fiction, whether it’s a plus
or a minus, and why writers set stories
there, or avoid it altogether!

MPT: £10 / €11.50 Live streaming: £6 / €7 / $8

Claire Allan

Gerard Brennan

Brian Mc Gilloway

Stuart Neville

Claire Allan is a former journalist
turned bestselling author who has
been critically acclaimed for her
gripping psychological thrillers, the
first of which, Her Name Was Rose
(2018), became a top seller in the
UK, Canada, Australia, and was a
USA Today bestseller.

Gerard Brennan is, says Stuart
Neville, ‘a unique voice in
contemporary Irish fiction’. His
short stories have appeared in three
volumes of The Mammoth Book of
Best British Crime. Shot, the first of
his Shannon McNulty series, was
published to popular acclaim in
December,2020.

Brian Mc Gilloway is the New York
Times bestselling author of the
DS Lucy Black thrillers, and the
Inspector Devlin mysteries. His
tenth novel and first standalone, The
Last Crossing, was published in March
2020, and his sixth Devlin novel,
Blood Ties, followed in 2021.

Stuart Neville is a multi awardwinning novelist from Armagh City,
whose Jack Lennon and DCI Serena
Flanagan series have won him
critical acclaim. His love of American
crime writing has inspired his two
novels set in USA, written under the
pseudonym, Haylem Beck.

Exhibition - Monday 26 July – 4 September 2021
Exhibition

Road Bowling in Armagh & Cork - by Colin Robins and Joonas Aitonurmi
The Gallery

Free - Booking essential

Presented in association
with The Market Place
Theatre & Arts Centre
Armagh.

Road bowling, or ‘throwing the bullet’ is primarily associated with the Counties of Armagh and Cork. It is somewhat idiosyncratic as
a pursuit, disputed as to its origins and in some ways seemingly a legacy of a previous era, involving nothing more than participants
taking turns at throwing an iron and steel ball as far down a country road as possible.Yet healthy numbers continue to spectate and
to stroll alongside the players whilst many frequently wager not insignificant amounts on the prospective winners. The photographs
in this exhibition show people and environments from these two regions, both players and spectators of the sport. Photographs by
Michael Bradley, Cork, and Colin Robin, assisted by Joonas Aitonurmi in Armagh.
Joonas Aitonurmi is a Helsinki journalist and writer, and Colin Robins is a Cornwall based photographer and lecturer at the
University of Plymouth. Two recent collaborations resulted in exhibitions held in Helsinki at the Alexsanteri Institute, Finnish Centre
for Russian and Eastern European Studies, and at Tiedekulma’s Crazy World conference.

Exhibition - Monday 26 July – 4 September 2021
Exhibition

Perceptions - by Frances McKenna
Presented in association
with The Market Place
Theatre & Arts Centre
Armagh.

The Foyer Walls

Free - Booking essential

Artist Frances McKenna was born in Armagh and graduated with a BA
(hons) in fine art. France’s use of vibrant energetic brushstrokes with oils,
capture her impressionist style of painting on canvas in this exhibition of
Armagh and Donegal landscapes.
Frances invites the viewer to escape reality and use all of their senses
when viewing each of her works, in the hope that they will connect and
experience a sense of joy as the colour, texture and subject matter uplift
them.
With previous successful exhibitions in the Market Place Theatre and Arts
Centre, Frances is delighted to have the opportunity to be exhibiting again
in her hometown.
www.francesmckennairishart.com

The John Hewitt Community Bursary Scheme
The Scheme

What is a Bursary?

The Bursary Scheme is an important part of our Community
Education & Outreach programme. Thanks to the generous
support of our sponsors and funders, a number of Full and
Half bursaries are available annually to cover the cost of
attendance at the Summer School. Feedback from attendees
tells us that without it many would be unable to attend for
the week long Literature and The Arts Festival.

A bursary offers financial support to those who otherwise
would not be able to attend the Summer School.

Previous bursary students have gone on to become published
writers, lead workshops, host live author events, read at
poetry and writing festivals, work in the literary sector or
come back to volunteer for us at the Summer School.

Sign up to our mailing list at www.johnhewittsociety.org
for details of the next bursary scheme.

A Full Residential Bursary includes B&B for 5nights, free tickets
to all events, creative writing workshop of your choice.
A Half Bursary is non-residential (no B&B), otherwise the same.

If you are interested in sponsoring our Community Bursary
Scheme, please contact hello@johnhewittsociety.org

…’ I had the best week. I can’t tell you how fantastic it was and how much of an impact
attending the summer school had on me. I just loved it! Thank you for the bursary to attend.’
JHISS 2019: Bursary student.

No Alibis Bookstore
No Alibis Bookstore Belfast are delighted to be the official Festival
bookseller once again for our partner The John Hewitt International
Summer School, Literature, the Arts and Politics Festival.
While we will not be able to have our usual pop-up shop at the
Market Place this year, you can shop with us online through our new
Festival bookstore at
www.johnhewittsociety.org.
Should you wish to contact us directly, please visit
www.noalibis.com for details.

All Friends of The John Hewitt
Society, who pledge a minimum of £5 a
month will receive a 10% discount
on any purchases from No Alibis
Bookstore Belfast.
Becoming our Friend is easy - just visit
the website
www.johnhewittsociety.org
and click on the Friends tab.

Funders
With thanks to our Principal Funders

And to our Festival partner

The Market Place Theatre and Arts Centre Armagh are proud to be a
Festival partner once again.
Visit www.visitarmagh.com/marketplacetheatre to find out more.

And to our project funders and sponsors

We need you!
Your support is especially valued at this time. Once again income generated by our key annual event, The JHISS, will
be restricted due to current public health Covid regulations. Thank you to the audiences and donors for your generous
contributions in support of our festival and annual programme, especially during this past year, and to our loyal supporters
who come to support our festival year after year.

Donations

Become a Friend of the John Hewitt Society

While this is a still a challenging time for many, if you are
able to consider making a donation it would be hugely
appreciated. We remain committed to engaging with
existing and new audiences, even if we can’t be in the same
room as each other.Your donation will help us engage
readers, support writers, inspire the next generation and
help you delve into the world of other lovers of literature,
both as part of our digital content and in person as
restrictions are lifted. Even if you can’t support us now
please consider sharing this with friends, families, colleagues
- it all helps!

Friends of the John Hewitt Society are passionate about
reading and writing Literature. Becoming our Friend is a
great way for you to keep in touch with us and to provide
long-term support by helping to ensure the Society’s future,
especially during these challenging times which have seen
our income fall significantly. Please help us sustain our
Festivals, literary events and workshop programme, and
plan for the future.

How can I donate?

Visit www.johnhewittsociety.org/donate

We look forward to the day when we can all come together again to experience the joy of a literary reading in person, engage in
a lively debate, hear the heart-filling delight of an ovation, reconnect and catch up with friends old and new. And you can help us
get there.

The John Hewitt Society promotes literature, arts, and cultural activities inspired by the ideals and ideas of the Belfast born poet John Hewitt (1907. 1987).
The John Hewitt Society offers opportunities for people from Northern Ireland and beyond to use literature, art and culture to explore issues of
difference and identity. The Society actively promotes cross-community and cross-border links, creating events to encourage debate, understanding,
tolerance and acceptance of cultural diversity.

Board, Committee & Staff:

Contact

Chair: Tony Kennedy, OBE - Director: Patricia Morris

The MAC – Level 3
10 Exchange Street West
Belfast. BT1 2NJ

Alex Catherwood | Ryan Cornett | Cahal Dallat | Aoife Fee |
Dr Frank Ferguson | Anne-Marie Fyfe | Stephen Gordon |
Dr. Myrtle Hill | Bill Jeffrey | Naomi Leitch | Dr. Paul Maddern |
Prof. Tess Maginess | Paul McAvinchey | Raquel McKee |
William Redpath | Paul Sweeney |
Festival Assistant: Lizzie Howard

Tel:

028 9032 4522

Email:

hello@johnhewittsociety.org

Web:

www.johnhewittsociety.org

Web design: Stephen Gordon
Social media consultant: Emer Dooris
Event Live Streaming: Sliverink
Graphic Design & Illustration: Gerard & Beth McComish gmccomish@gmail.com

@The_JHS
facebook.com/john.hewitt.3158
@thejohnhewittsociety

The John Hewitt Society is a not-for-profit, charitable status, limited liability company registered at: The MAC, 10 Exchange Street West, Belfast, BT1 2NJ. Company No: NI 41294 NI Charity No: NIC102629

Tickets & how to buy them
Events:

Workshops:

For In Person Events at The Market PlaceTheatre:
Tickets can only be purchased through the Theatre Box Office.
By e-mail: boxoffice@marketplacearmagh.com
By phone: Box Office - 028 3752 1821

For In Person Workshops at The Market Place Theatre:
Tickets can only be purchased through the Theatre Box Office.
By e-mail: boxoffice@marketplacearmagh.com
By phone: Box Office - 028 3752 1821

For Online Events:
Please visit www.johnhewittsociety.com
Press the Book button for each individual event and follow the links.
You will need an e-mail address and credit/debit card.

For Online Workshops:
Please visit www.johnhewittsociety.com
Press the Book button for each individual event and follow the links.
You will need an e-mail address and credit/debit card.

Please join our mailing list at www.johnhewittsociety.com

E-mail: boxoffice@marketplacearmagh.com

Box Office028 3752 1821

What are the ticket prices?

How will I access the Online events?

In Person and Online.
•
Events are individually priced - see programme for more details.
•
Creative Writing Workshop programme: £66

When you book an event, you will receive a confirmation e-mail.
Look out for a link to that e-mail address for each event before it begins.

Please visit www.johnhewittsociety.com for more information

How will I access the Online workshops?

What are the running times?

Online workshops are hosted by the facilitator through the Zoom
platform. The facilitator will contact you directly with a link before
each workshop begins.

Events will be live streamed from the Market Place Theatre Armagh.
Each event will start as scheduled, all timings are GMT.
Events run for approximately 60 minutes unless otherwise stated.
Creative writing workshops, In person and Online, run simultaneously
for two hours.

How can I stay in touch?
@The_JHS

facebook.com/john.hewitt.3158

@thejohnhewittsociety

Attending the JHISS
Your privacy and NHS Test and Trace

Car Parking Changes

The wellbeing and safety of everyone at our Festival is our number one
priority. Please help us by adhering to the following Covid protocols.

Access to the Market Place Theatre car park will
not be available at this time.

On entry to the Market Place Theatre, you will be required to:

For information on alternative parking facilities, please
consult the Council website.Please ensure you leave enough
time for parking and walking to the theatre for your event.
There are a limited number of disabled car-parking spaces in
front of the Theatre for blue badge holders. Access to the
theatre is through the lower doors, a lift will take you to all
levels of the building.

•
•
•
•
•

Provide contact details as part of the NHS contact tracing programme.
Wear a mask - unless exempt
Observe social distancing.
Follow the one-way systems.
Wash or sanitise your hands regularly.

You are legally required to comply with the N.I. public health

For more information or advice on disabled parking, contact
the Box office on 028 3752 1821,
or by email at boxoffice@marketplacearmagh.com.

How to get to Armagh

Latecomers

There are regular bus services to Armagh City from Belfast at the Belfast
Europa Bus Centre, and from other urban areas.

Timings for all events are as advertised. Latecomers cannot
be guaranteed entry after the event has commenced,
Bursary students should arrive at events in sufficient time in
order to secure a seat and gain entry.

Please contact Translink helpline, 028 9066 6630, for more details.
The nearest train service stops at Portadown or Newry, followed by a
bus or taxi journey to Armagh. Portadown Train station is 10 miles from
Armagh, Newry is 18 miles.

Access

The Main Auditorium

The Market Place Theatre are delighted to provide special assistance, where
required. Facilities include lifts to all levels of the building, an infra-red
system to assist patrons with hearing difficulties, spaces for wheelchairs,
disabled toilets. Assistance dogs are welcome.

Situated on three levels: Stalls, Mid Gallery, Upper Gallery,
spaces are reserved for wheelchair users.

One carer goes free for every paying guest with a disability. Should you
or any member of your group require the use of any of these facilities,
please contact the Box Office - 028 3752 1821 - before your visit for
more information.

With unreserved seating, seats are allocated on a first-come
first-served basis. Wheelchair spaces are available.

Studio Theatre

An Infra-Red Loop system is available in the Main
Auditorium and Studio Theatre. A Copper Wire Loop
system is available in Workshop Room 1 and Workshop
Room 2.

Further Information, visit www.visitarmagh.com/marketplacetheatre

The John Hewitt Society reserves the right to change or amend all or any events.The John Hewitt Society reserves the right
to refuse admission and not to admit late arrivals. Unfortunately, we are unable to make refunds or exchange tickets unless
the event is cancelled or postponed.

John Hewitt International Summer School

26th to 30th
July 2021

Programme at a glance
Time

Monday 26th

Tuesday 27th

Wednesday 28th

Thursday 29th

Friday 30th

Talk
Prof. John Fitzgerald

Talk

Talk

Talk

9.45am

Official Opening
10:45am

Sam McBride

Pádraig Ó Tuama

Prof. Conor Carville

Poetry
Annemarie Ní Churreáin
& Lisa Kelly
LIVE & ONLINE

Poetry
Stephen Sexton
& Kathleen McCracken
LIVE & ONLINE

Poetry
Rachael Hegarty
& Jane Robinson

ONLINE
Opening Address

11.15am

Prof. Pramod K. Nayar
ONLINE
Fiction

1.30pm

Billy O’Callaghan

Poetry
Caitríona Ní Chléirchín,
John FitzGerald, Audrey Molloy
LIVE & ONLINE
Dazzling Debut Novels
Danielle McLaughlin,
Fiona Scarlett

Fiction
Nuala O’Connor

Fiction
Lucy Caldwell
& Lousie Kennedy

Climate Change & The Arts

2.45pm

Creative Writing
Workshops

Creative Writing
Workshops

Dr. John Barry, Emmi Itäranna,
Emma Must

Creative Writing
Workshops

Fiction
Joseph O’Connor
ONLINE
Talk
Jane Robinson

LIVE & ONLINE
Talk- Visual Arts

5.00pm

7.30pm

Exhibition Reception

Panel-Brian Moore at 100
Jan Carson, Sharon Dempsey,
Malachi O’Doherty,
Prof. Sinéad Moynihan

Rita Duffy
Panel-Screen writing
Daragh Carville,
Aislinn Clarke, Declan Lawn,
Glenn Patterson

Panel-Slugger O’Toole
7-8pm
Steven Agnew, Dawn Purvis
Joanne Stuart, Alan Meban

www.johnhewittsociety.org

Panel-Armagh Writes
Vittoria Cafolla,
Daragh Carville,
Sue Divin & Biddi Lee

Creative Writing
Showcase Reception

Performance Poetry
Raquel McKee, Colin Hassard,
Nattassa Latcham, TU Nokwe
LIVE & ONLINE

Panel-Crime Fiction
Claire Allan, Gerard Brennan
Brian McGilloway,
Stuart Neville

4-5pm

